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Abstract

This study aimed to explore how a visual arts teacher developed cross-disciplinary experience
into art teaching, as well as to address how to develop professional beliefs, identity, and
community connections while creating. In the literature review, this study first described
the course type, compiled cross-disciplinary concepts, and discussed how the ideals of art
courses can be promoted in art-based creation, aesthetics, relations, and dialogues. Applying
episodic narrative interviews as the research method for narrative analysis, this study focused
on exploring the cross-disciplinary aesthetic education community in Taiwan. Specifically, a
junior high school visual arts teacher who has long been a participant of that community was
recruited to participate in the research. The visual arts teacher’s task scope and implementation
experience were reconstructed through interviews, documents, and other data in an attempt to
describe how language, mathematics, and civics can be incorporated into art-based education
for cross-disciplinary. In addition to analyzing the differences in curriculum intentions and
implementation, this study discussed the possibility of recreating new experiences. This study
discovered that the visual arts teacher represents form of visual arts within the other disciplinary.
The cross-disciplinary curriculum practice may serve to mediate professional development with
belief and identity to realize connections among real-life space, concepts of academic discipline,

and personal imagination cross-disciplinary boundaries of structure and culture in school.

Keywords: episodic narrative interview, cross-disciplinary aesthetic education community, cross-
disciplinary curriculum, art-based education
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FEiR HEZI R E - AR R B AGT FE—AH S P BB - Al IR AT LR (o I
et [RE ftrgiEs - B EaiRIEs A ERG T E RS NE0E - 4D
D MEREREEUR L (HBRRE TR BRI > BE 8RR E EEMNE LR
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B ke T9EEE ) I B T ZOR O 8l (R i 77 20~ ik e B A [ R
] TEBE T EEAES 2 TR EHERERE - FE2 RIS IPINES L () RRESIK
BN B AR BT AR - B B R A SO e R BRI LR S - (HNEEES
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Bigtm > FEAMEIE - HFR R BRI ZFRIRE R - JRRIBRTREAE AR AL
TSz 28858 5 4y ~ FRIR ke EE S MRARE JIRHTR - DUMZR 2307 i S 4 3R It £ HE A 5 22
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BAEBE WIS RIS (AUA BRI - HIREZBIH C B A H A+
M TR =~ HPIBLAEE R EEVE - BRI IR BI RS, -
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6 W HIE(ETE S B AW S S E I RO o 5 55 -

BRI ¢ #5H Mueller (2019 H6) -

QURTSCRRERES Frradt » 5w )y B — BB B TR A0S [ USRS IR BRI AR AR -
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The Cross-Disciplinary Curriculum Implementation of
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Summary

This study aimed to explore how an art teacher developed cross-disciplinary experience into
art teaching, as well as to address how to develop professional beliefs, identity, and community
connections while creating. In the literature review, this study first described the course type,
compiled cross-disciplinary concepts, and discussed how the ideals of art courses can be promoted
in art-based creation, aesthetics, relations, and dialogues. Applying episodic narrative interview as
the research method, this study recruited as a research participant a junior high school visual arts
teacher who has long been a participant of the cross-disciplinary aesthetic education community
in Taiwan.

The teacher was recruited for semi-structured interviews focused on cross-disciplinary
aesthetic education from 2013 to 2021. Although varying with the task scope, the process for
the episodic narrative interviews included (1) selecting a phenomenon of interest, (2) describing
the interview process, (3) defining the phenomenon, and (4) requesting a story about an episode.
Thus, the interviewer guided discussion toward the planning, implementation, and outcomes of
the relevant cross-disciplinary activity.

The teacher’s task planning and implementation experiences were reconstructed using
interviews, documents, and other data to describe how Chinese language, mathematics, and
civics could be incorporated into art education. The episodic narrative interview responses were
categorized according to the discipline or concept to which they were related.

1. Chinese in art curriculum: Using dice as a medium, a relationship was drawn between language

and visual arts. Students were required to recount stories about their communities and use
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their imaginations to transform story into narrative images. In this cross-disciplinary activity,
students input their impressions of daily life in their communities and received the output of
imagery that could be used for further storytelling.

2. Mathematics in art curriculum: Sand, used as a teaching aid, served as a canvas. Many people
find scratching their ideas into sand calming, but the teacher employed this activity as a part
of the art curriculum. Low tide offered students a wet sand canvas to etch; the teacher raked
over the moist sand, overturning it such that the sand on the top was dry but that underneath
remained wet. This example was applied to the lines and the brush strokes in a visual arts
piece. Drawing practice, which used the mathematical principle of circle units, was devised in
conjunction with students. The sand drawings were temporary, lasting only a few hours before
inevitably disappearing. To ensure the success of the sand drawings, initial drawing practice
on paper was required. Students were taught about the circle concept, applying its geometric
properties, moving geometric points, changing angles, observing changes, and identifying the
relationships among the various radii of the circle and their corresponding arcs.

3. Civics in art curriculum: The art teacher worked with a civics teacher who sought to offer the
students an alternate means of understanding features of communities, namely an environment
of meaning making through redesign. Using this framework, the teachers developed student
confidence and motivation and encouraged their critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
The art teacher acted as a mentor and co-analyst facilitating learning and leading discussions.
Students encountered a range of sensorial inputs, including complex text. Before the art
exercise, they attempted to describe, touch, see, smell, and draw images.

Concepts from these disciplines were conveyed through messages delivered by teachers,
who created aesthetic experiences and activities to promote a cross-disciplinary learning
process for students. The interdisciplinary curriculum incorporated an array of subjects and art
activities. In addition to the differences between curriculum planning and implementation, this
study investigated the possibility of reproducing or reimagining such activities. The art teacher
emphasized the connection between real-life experiences and those in the imagination, rather than
mere fragmented information that crosses disciplinary boundaries. The process of teaching visual
arts is less akin to a scripted dialogue than it is to improvisation in a performance. The concepts
and course content are not a rigid blueprint for progressing toward a certain destination; they are
more like dancers or actors creating and engaging in a creative scene. Once the scene has begun,
the actors interact in a game-like scenario (which we equate to a problem-solving situation).

Thus, in the process of working with the course materials, the content ensures its own voice,
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establishing the direction. Such cross-disciplinary curriculum may serve as a tool for students to

realize their place in the creation of emotion, meaning, and memory.
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