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Abstract

The research analyzed picture style of 804 illustrations in children’ s picture books
published by Hsin-Yi Foundation from 1979 to 2001 and by Taiwan government from 1965
to 1999. The results suggested: firstly, the “decoration”, ‘“fairytale-cartoon”, and
“caricature” are three main styles of both kinds of samples. Secondly, the main
characteristics of Hsin-Yi's samples are: creating from children’s viewpoints, adopting
childrerrliked form, and adopting children’ s artwork-liked form. Thirdly, the meanings of
the style changing are concluded as: 1 Making children’ s picture book from adult’ s viewpoint
gradually became from child’ s viewpoint; 2 Comparing with literalness, there was gradually
more importance of graphic image in commimication; 3 The profession of being illustrator of
children’ s picture book was gradually required and developed; 4 The mixed styles were
developed richly; 5 The function of illustration gradually become artistic expression from

“accessory to the content”; 6 The creating illustration became active and subjective from
passive and objective; 7 the role of illustrator was enlarged; 8 The function of picture book
was from education-only to multi-functions; 9 The rising of childishnessism; 10 The aesthetic
influences from the foreign and the native was alternatively shown. The researchers also
suggest the possible directions for the future development of illustration style of children’ s
picture book in Taiwan.

Key words: children’s picture book, illustration style, Shin-Yi foundation, Chinese Children’ s

Book series, aesthetic education
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