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Abstract

This article reports on a study which examined students’ written responses to
artwork reproductions in an examination. Based on the results obtained from a
pilot examination for the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education, six high
achievers and six low achievers were selected as subjects of the study. Through
analyses of the examination scripts and interviews of the students, the study
examined the ways in which students constructed their critical responses and
identified factors contributing to the differences in their performance. It was found
that high achievers had the ability to intertwine specific descriptions with visual
arts knowledge, keen observations, contextual information, personal judgments
and other subject knowledge. They could give more evidence and more reasoned
arguments to support their interpretations. The study recommends that teachers
should put equal emphasis on the formal and contextual analysis of artworks and
help students to see artworks in relation to other artworks, cultures, their personal
life and knowledge. It is also recommended that the critical response ability of
students be enhanced through art inquiry and criticism practice in schools and
exhibitions.
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A SR BT 1 o TR RE AR B U e O LB R B 1 R R MR 3R R © 38R > AR
ARV AT {'F oo it s 2 P A WG B T PR DABRIE A R 28 Tl 7 3 — {18 22 22 i AR
En ( Carroll » 2002 ; Hughes > 1993 ; Tam s 2006 ) o DIfg 25 &1 - B B i gy 7 8 22
ARRMB TR AR ZIt o BT TR B AR R R R L e B B [ B BE R
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k2 LA 7 B R o LIS - SCFRE S RETIRUANE - b iR f 2l i am R L&
BIRRIIN R 2 — » IRIMIRJE B A MLER AU BUE S - 250 (8 Al i FH B K5 B T S0 R B
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