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Abstract

This study investigated teachers' intervention strategies in 2-3 years old
children’s free music play. A method of collaborative action research consisting of
three cycles was conducted. In the first cycle, an approach of exploring
intervention opened teachers and children’s interaction to investigate the
intervention roles. Children created various music behaviors in the first cycle, but
they made little progress in the music ability of pitch and duration. Therefore, the
second cycle was revised as purposive intervention to employ pitches and various
durations for them to create patterns. Nevertheless, the intervention did not
achieve the expected goal. Through data analysis, the relation of children control
and teacher control was found in the intervention roles, and the majority of
intervention roles in the second cycle were identified as teacher control. When
teachers' intervention was not coincided with children’s intention of play, conflict
occurred. Further analysis clarified various contexts in play. In the third cycle, the
intervention was employed under children controlling play context and teacher
controlling learning goal. Teachers intervened under children’s play context and
shifted roles to achieve learning purposes. As a result, children demonstrated high
music ability.

Keywords: exploring intervention, free music play, music education for young children,
purposive intervention, teachers' intervention
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