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Abstract

The objective of arts general course for non-art major college students is to instruct
systematic arts knowledge while fostering students’ interest toward arts. Hence,
assessments of effects of arts general course should not only be pencil-and-paper tests
and/or in-class presentations, but should also be evaluations about whether the positive
cognitions and the actual behaviors toward arts are affected by the course. Based on the
perspective of consumer behavior, the purpose of this research is to exam effects of drama
general course on non-artistic major college students’ drama knowledge, involvement and
viewing behavior. This research applies Solomon four-group design to control the
contaminating effect of pretest hence effects of drama general course on research variables
could be examined with higher precision. This study found that, in comparison with
students who had not taken drama general course, there were significant improvements in
drama knowledge, involvement, and viewing behavior among students who had taken
drama general course after taking drama general course. The practical implications of this
research could be employed to content designs and result evaluations of drama general
course for educational institution, and could also be planning-alternatives for
inter-institutional integration while promoting theatre arts for government institutions that
superintend arts (e.g. Ministry of Culture).
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