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Abstract

To the children’s art education in university or collage, a gap between learning and
application can often be observed because of the credit limit leading to the less
opportunity in practice for the students. Being a teaching strategy encouraging the
conduction of “learning by doing” and ability to act in education, service-learning has
been well-known around the world and widely used in various educational stages in
recent years. This study focuses on exploring the effect of applying service-learning
strategy in visual arts in early childhood education course to guide students to plan
parent-child visual arts educational courses, and put service action into practice. The
results indicate that the application of service-learning is conducive to the development
of a highly structured curriculum framework, and benefit to the students with more
opportunities to experience the complete process of knowledge acquisition, application,
reflection and sharing. In addition, service-learning could enrich the interaction and
co-operative learning between the students and the parent-child groups, and enhance
students’ ability of action in visual arts educational courses. Finally, service-learning
can serve as one of the effective teaching strategies for visual arts in early childhood
teacher education courses, and facilitate the realization of “unity of learning and
application”. Based on the above results, this study propose a number of conclusions
and suggestions for the visual arts educators in designing related courses in the future.
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